Ron Brown Scholar Community Service Foundation 
Grant Application

The Ron Brown Scholar Community Service Foundation is an organization committed to offering Ron Brown Scholars the opportunity to continue serving their communities through innovative service projects.  The Foundation will award small grants to Ron Brown Scholar applicants who submit proposals of service projects that demonstrate visionary solutions to problems of social importance.  Members of the evaluation committee will carefully assess the soundness of the proposed project and will also be looking for creativity and social relevance.  Scholars are encouraged to explore nontraditional applications of their skills and areas of expertise to positively impact the diverse populations that make up their communities.  Successful grant applications will thoroughly explain the need for the proposed project, offer reasonable assessments of the project’s outcomes, and provide a comprehensive schedule of events and budget plan.  
Grants Available
The Community Service Foundation will annually award a sum total of $25,000 for service projects.  Group projects may request up to $5,000 and individual projects may request up to $1000. Groups are defined as two or more Ron Brown Scholars working together on a common project.  Ron Brown Scholars who are working with a group of individuals in which they are the only Ron Brown Scholar may only apply for an individual grant.
Additional funding may be available for group or individual projects that are designed as service-learning programs.  Service learning is defined by the National Service-Learning Clearinghouse as “…a teaching and learning strategy that integrates meaningful community service with instruction and reflection to enrich the learning experience, teach civic responsibility, and strengthen communities.”  For more information on service-learning, visit the following sites:  http://www.servicelearning.org  or http://www.nylc.org/ .  If the applicant decides to develop a service-learning program, please indicate this in the Proposal Narrative and describe how the proposed program fits into the National Service-Learning Clearinghouse definition of service-learning.
Requests for grants of a larger monetary amount than those specified will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

Participant Eligibility

All Ron Brown Scholars are invited to submit a proposal for consideration by the Ron Brown Scholar Community Service Foundation.  Any Ron Brown Scholar may apply; the Community Service Foundation will not restrict its award based on RBS year.  Collaboration among Ron Brown Scholars is especially encouraged.
Project Eligibility
Projects and programs should be designed to address a social issue or need related to a target community.  There are no restrictions on the type of service to be administered or the demographics of the communities to receive the benefits.  Applicants should feel free to propose innovative solutions to problems occurring in any population, and should look to apply their skills in areas where those skills traditionally have not been incorporated.  An applicant’s method of service may range from direct outreach to research of a socially-relevant issue to providing administrative consultation to an organization that provides a crucial service but is not operating at full capacity.

Projects and programs should demonstrate the commitment of all parties involved.      
Application Instructions
All applications for funding should be submitted in 12-point font, single-spaced with 1-inch margins. The application should consist of a proposal cover page, proposal narrative, and attachments.
Please return the completed application and materials to:  The Ron Brown Scholar Program, Ron Brown Scholar Community Service Foundation, 1160 Pepsi Place Suite 206, Charlottesville, Virginia 22901.   

Proposal Cover Page

Complete the Proposal Cover Page and submit it along with the Proposal Narrative and Attachments.

Proposal Narrative

The following outline organizes the key information that should be included in your proposal narrative.  Please use the outline as a guide.  Throughout the narrative, please demonstrate your understanding of both the benefactor community and the impact that you anticipate your proposed project will have on its members.  Cite any referenced material and include the contact information of any individuals who can offer support for your analysis.
A. Background

1. Provide one to two paragraphs that succinctly describe the history of the community that the service project is designed to benefit.  Provide demographic and geographic information regarding the community or population benefiting from or served by the request.  
B. Purpose of Request and Anticipated Results
1. State the issue or need to be addressed.  Describe the size and severity of the issue or need and explain the evidence regarding this issue or need.  Provide an assessment of any assets present in the community.  If assets exist, demonstrate how the proposed program or service will work with those assets to address the issue or need.  
2. Describe the program or project for which the funding is requested.  State how the proposed program or service will directly benefit the community in which it will take place.  If the program or project is designed to be a service-learning initiative, explain how it fulfills the above definition provided by the National Service-Learning Clearinghouse. 
3. Discuss the anticipated results for the request. Explain how the activities directly and/or indirectly address the issue or need. Provide information on the estimated number of people the proposed project will benefit.
4. Indicate the method by which impact information will be collected to measure and demonstrate success.

• For program proposals whose services will require funding beyond the one-time grant distributed by the Ron Brown Scholar Community Service Foundation, describe the strategies for securing long-term funding.  

C. Capacity to Implement the Proposal

1.  Describe the applicant’s ability to implement the proposed program or execute the service project.  Include a list of additional group members, their skills, and their responsibilities with respect to the project.  If the applicant will be working with an already established organization, describe the organization’s capacities to meet its goals, any current limitations it may be facing, and how collaborating with this organization with increase the success of the proposed program or service project.  

2.  Provide a timeline for the proposed program or project.  When possible, include a schedule of important preparatory deadlines and the dates for planned activities.
3.  Describe any additional funding the proposed program or service project will receive from other sources.

Attachments

The following Attachments are required:

1. A program budget that includes expenses and pending sources of support.  
2. Proof of additional sources of support.  If additional funding has not yet been secured, offer an explanation of how obtaining RBSCSF funding will help leverage support for that purpose.
3. A brief description of any unclear budget line items.  
The applicant may attach additional letters of support and recommendation. Each application is allotted three additional attachments.

Proposal Cover Page

Applicant Name __________________________________________________________
RBS Year ________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City ___________________________________
State ______   Zip Code __________
Primary Phone   (_____) __________________ 





E-mail __________________________________________________________________


Name of Proposed Program or Service Project
________________________________________________________________________
Project Type (Circle one) 
Individual

Group

Amount Requested ________________________________________________________
Other Ron Brown Scholar Group Members (Names and RBS years)
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please complete the following sentence to outline the purpose of the funding:

“I am requesting RBSCSF funds to support…”

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please indicate the target population that the proposed project is intended to serve. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Budget Guide 
Program or Project Expenses
Materials and Supplies ___________________________________


Totals

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
$___________

Equipment _____________________________________________
______________________________________________________
$___________

Printing or Copying Costs​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_________________________________

$___________
Food _________________________________________________

$___________

Travel ________________________________________________

$___________
Other (specify)__________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________
$___________

Total Expenses







$___________

Additional sources of support ______________________________
______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________
$___________

Pending sources of support_________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
$___________

Amount of RBSCSF Funding Requested




$___________




Please note:  RBSCSF funding may be used to cover direct costs only.  Costs for salary and wages cannot be included in this request.
